Cannon Member’s Relay experience

Six years ago my husband and I stood on the sidelines clapping and cheering as hundreds of cancer survivors marched by.  Tears streamed down faces as people young and old proudly displayed their victory over cancer.  Some shuffled, some rode in wheelchairs, small children rode on parents’ shoulders, some still showed the effects of chemo while others smiled joyously.  We never expected to be so inspired and emotional when first asked to be part of a Relay for Life team in memory of a friend and church member.  
The Fairgrounds were abuzz with activities, music & walkers.  Tents covered the once bare grounds as people came in thousands to celebrate cancer survivors.  Shortly before 10pm the lights went out, silence filled the evening air,  the bags of sand that lined the track were lit, illuminating the now empty path.  Bagpipes broke the silence.  Not a word was spoken as the distant sound grew closer.  People slowly followed on behind remembering and honoring the thousands of loved ones now shining their light in the stillness of the night.  
The following year tears again rolled down my face as thousands of people cheered me on.  I was a two month cancer survivor, having just been diagnosed with breast cancer.  I am always overcome with emotion as people cheer us on, clapping, crying, smiling, giving the thumbs up, especially when I pass by our Cannon campsite and see your faces.  I remember my many family & friends who have lost their battle while giving thanks to be celebrating my five year victory over cancer.

Come join us at the Gwinnett Fairgrounds to celebrate survivorship & remember those you love.  Come see for yourself what Relay for Life is all about.  Bring your chairs, spend the night if you will, and come away profoundly inspired and blessed.  
