Relay for Life 2007
As I look back at Relay 2007, I am reminded that it is indeed a blessing to be a member of Cannon Church.  I would like to share some of the sights and sounds of Relay 2007.
I was touched by the hard work of the Relay Team who developed the theme, “Cancer…Gone with the Wind.”  We are thankful for the leadership of Karyn Jarvis who has undertaken this role for the 3rd straight year. 
The Survivors Walk was emotional and uplifting as each “honoree” carried a Prayer Bearer in their arms as they kicked off the Relay evening by walking the first lap.   The front page picture of the Gwinnett News, (AJC) Saturday,  was of a young survivor who had a Prayer Bearer in her arms.
During the Survivors Walk there were many survivors who said, “Oh, there is Cannon Church!”  Several survivors walked by and said, “Thank- you Cannon Church!”   Other survivors commented on the wonderful Gone With the Wind theme and site decorations.  Several female survivors pointed and said, “Cannon Church is the church who has the precious bears!”  Two ladies asked me if we were selling “Gone With the Wind” t-shirts and when I said no, they asked if I would sell mine!  It seemed to be an endless night of God sharing his glory with Cannon Church!!
A survivor stopped at our site and shared that his mom passed away 3 weeks ago.  He wanted each of the 11 children to have a Prayer Bearer made of material from her clothes/blankets. Carole Shepherd offered to make the 11 bears.  He requested bears for the 33 grandchildren and 12 great grand children.  Not only do the Bears serve as reminders of prayer but also as a way to honor the memory of a loved one.
It is always a blessing and a time of celebration to see our very own Cannon Members walk the Survivor lap!  

I was touched by the love of the Cuthbertson family who purchased 10 Prayer Bearers to give to children during the Survivor Walk.  It was an emotional time as their children touched the lives of other children by handing them the precious Prayer Bearers. 

We were reminded of the work of the Cancer Ministry.  Jay Yates, husband to the late Jennifer Yates, who was a Care Receiver in the ministry, shared how much the ministry meant to his family.  The day of Relay was the 6 month anniversary of Jennifer’s death and he wanted to stop by and say hello.  We commented on how grateful we were for the love and support given to them by his church and he said, “Cannon Church is an amazing church!!”  It seemed important to Jay that we know we made a difference in their lives as they journeyed with cancer.  We shared memories of Jennifer and it was a therapeutic time for all concerned.

An elder at Grace Church on Dogwood came to Relay because his daughter wanted him to walk with her.  He has struggled with the role Grace is to play in the lives of those with cancer as well as how to be servants to those with cancer.  I was blessed to share the Cannon UMC Cancer Ministry and I will be speaking to a group at Grace on how best to meet the needs of those with cancer. He feels it was a divine intervention that he was able to gain insight into helping those with cancer.
A member of Mountain Park UMC, who is a survivor of lymphoma, requested advice on how to best present a Cancer Support Group.  They presently offer a support time for those with cancer and their caregivers.  I was excited to share ideas with him about the support group and how to gain momentum with attendance.  He was very interested in the Cancer Ministry brochure.
Our very own Dr. Amy Morgan led the closing ceremonies in prayer.

It is always rewarding to wrap up the Relay experience with a first place in site decorations and second place in monies raised.  But just as important, it is a grand experience to witness the work, enthusiasm, and efforts of members of Cannon Church who come together in the fight against cancer. 

Suggestions for Relay 2008:

1) Allow the congregation to take part in deciding a theme

2) Cannon handouts with the times of worship listed
3) Cancer Ministry and Prayer Bearer Ministry developing a written schedule for times to cover the sale of the Prayer Bearer’s and to answer questions about the ministry.

4) Recognition of Cannon survivors and the development of a specific role for them.

5) Someone to videotape Relay from a Cannon perspective.

Thank you,

Sara Bazemore

